DIVINITY ROAD AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

14 October 2010

MINUTES

Attending:

1. The meeting was opened and attendees  welcomed by Elizabeth Mills OBE

2. Guest Speaker – Ian Curtis The Environmental Institute, University Of Oxford.  Ian presented a light hearted and upbeat look at our community’s response to environmental change.  Ian’s presentation was well received and he was given a number of tips from the audience as to how he could improve it.

3. Apologies were received from: Pina Sawyer, Chris Cornforth, Catharine Walker, John Whitley, Sietske Boeles, Laura Elliott, Cllr Graham Jones, Tom Knollys, Alan Slater, Marion Rees.

4. The minutes of the AGM held on 11 October were circulated and accepted. 

5. There were no matters arising,

6. The committee was proposed as follows.

	Chairman
	Elizabeth Mills OBE

	Secretary
	N/A

	Treasurer
	Mark Redhead

	Planning
	Sietske Boeles

	Brookes Liaiason
	Ivon Asquith

	Sinnet Court Liaison
	Alan Slater

	Traffic & Parking
	James Styring

	Website
	Trish Attwooll

	Events
	Henrietta Gill

	Membership
	Anne Hall

	Newsletter
	Nick Welch

	Environmental Action Group
	Claire Ball

	Members without portfolio
	Martin Stott, Tom Knollys


The election of the listed individuals was agreed by the floor

7.
The Treasurer’s report was read to the meeting.  The adoption of the accounts was proposed and agreed by the meeting.

8. Committee reports were presented (copy attached) and general discussion took place – particularly on the subjects of Brookes Liaison and Traffic:

Brookes Liaison

Andrea Siret of Oxford Brookes University was introduced.  She explained that police rules prevent the new Brookes-sponsored PCSOs working beyond midnight.  The sponsorship does enable the Police to provide manpower to work later on hotspot nights.

Traffic

James Styring presented his report.  During questions, Andrea Siret asked whether the traffic and parking problems were perceived to be due to students locally, students commuting into the area or other commuters.  James’s answer was that he felt it was a combination of the three.

It was again explained that enforcement of the “no cars” rule at Sinnet Court was difficult due to the non-cooperation of the DVLA who, under the auspices of the Data Protection Act, will not divulge any information about car ownership.

Ms Siret explained the difficulties surrounding the question of car ownership by the student population.

It was suggested that student wardens could contribute to the monitoring of student movements at Sinnet Court and that this monitoring could include cars.

Questions and comments from the floor supported Mr Styring’s analysis of the causes of traffic and parking problems, viz:

HMOS

Students commuting from outside the area to Brookes

Hospital employees

It was also contended that the fact that Thornhill Park & Ride is operating at capacity is also encouraging commuters from outside Oxford to drive into the area.

Brookes Liaison

On the more general question of DRARA’s relationship with Brookes the view was expressed from the floor that years of debate around the key issues of HMOs, CPZ had yielded few positive outcomes.

Additionally, on questions of student discipline and anti-social behaviour, the view was that no student at Brookes had ever been sanctioned for bad behaviour despite Brookes having procedures to deal with such behaviour.  Ms Siret disputed this and asserted that some students had been disciplined and that this was evidence of the system working.

Mrs Mills raised the matter of a student at the University Of Oxford whose poor behaviour in the DRARA area had led to her being disciplined by the Dean of her college at short notice, and commented that this seemed to be in contrast with the Brookes approach.

It was noted that a link is available on the Oxford City Council providing numbers to call in the instance of noise or other anti-social behaviour.

LINK

Licensing policy was also raised – the opinion being that earlier closing hours would limit alcohol related problems to less anti social hours, and that if all the problems had dissipated by midnight rather than 3am then the residents might be less irate.

Community Notice Board

This is in the Co-Op at the bottom of Divinity Road and the key is held by Elizabeth Mills at 11 Divinity Road.

AOB


There being no AOB the meeting closed.

