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RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION




DRAFT MINUTES OF THE DIVINITY ROAD AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2011, Monday 3rd October at 7.30pm 

Held in SS Mary and John Church 
Present:

Chairman:  Elizabeth Mills

Members of the Committee: Trish Attwooll, Claire Ball, Henrietta Gill, Anne Hall, Tom Knollys, Mark Redhead, Alan Slater and Nick Welch 

Approximately 40 members of DRARA 

Cllrs Nuala Young and Graham Jones

Thelma Jones (East Oxford NAG)

Niaz Ali (The Regal)

Mike Roddy (Thames Valley Police)

Anne Gwinnett and Andrea Siret (Oxford Brookes University)

1. Welcome: Elizabeth Mills welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the running order of the evening, including an interactive session on ‘What is DRARA?’. 

The ‘post-it’ exercise that would be started during the refreshment break was explained. This would be a chance for those present to make suggestions as to what they would like DRARA to be doing on their behalf.
2. Guest Speakers:

· Eleanor McCullough – Helen and Douglas House
· Peter Wallis – Youth Offenders – Restorative Justice, the Principles and Practice; What it means for our neighbourhood
Questions were invited and an interesting discussion ensued on how restorative justice might be used in the DRARA area in the future. Opportunities for future discussions between interested parties were also identified.

The speakers were thanked together with Anne Gwinnett (Oxford Brookes University) who had contributed from the floor during the discussions. She tabled a leaflet Brookes and the Community.
Cllr Nuala Young gave information about some forthcomimg local meetings.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Refreshments were served and ‘post-its’ written and stuck onto sheets ready for grouping into themes for later in the meeting.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

3. Apologies

These had been received from: Ivon Asquith, Alan Berman, Susan Lisk and James Styring (Members of the Committee); Sietske Boeles, Cathy Gough, Cllr Saj Malik, Jenny McKenna, Andrew Smith (MP), Marc Tarbit (TVP), Edward Walker, Catherine and Richard Weston
4. Minutes of the 2010 AGM held on 14th October 2010

The minutes were tabled. They were reviewed for accuracy and it was agreed that they were an accurate record of the meeting.

5. Matters arising: None were raised.
6. Chairman’s Report: Elizabeth spoke to her tabled report. She summarised the year and highlighted successes and issues. She outlined some of the common problems of rubbish, traffic/parking and high density of HMOs faced by all local residents associations.

She thanked everyone for attending including representatives from local organisations (listed above).

Elizabeth reported that Claire Ball (Environment Action Group), Henrietta Gill (Events Co-ordinator), and Susan Lisk (Membership) would be resigning from the committee after this AGM and that James Styring (Traffic)  will be temporarily stepping down as traffic representative. Also during the year Sietske Boeles (Planning) had resigned but continues to offer invaluable help to the committee. Elizabeth thanked them all for their contributions and enormous help; they will be sorely missed.

She invited questions:

· Question relating to green space and top of South Park. The ‘yard’ has been moved to Cutteslowe and there is rumour of a planning application for housing on the present site of house and farm buildings – please could DRARA investigate. Although this is in Headington it was agreed that DRARA would investigate.

7. Treasurer’s Report:

Mark spoke to his tabled report and accounts for the year. He explained why expenditure had exceeded income during the year. He indicated that it would not be possible in the forthcoming year to spend as much as in previous years on planning issues and local causes. The accounts were agreed and accepted. 

Mark explained that the DRARA Committee proposed that the annual subscription should be increased from £4.00 to £5.00 per household and from £1.00 to £2.00 for unwaged households. The rate had not changed for more than 10 years. The membership drive starts in October. The proposal was seconded by Maggie Hartford and voting was by a show of hands. The motion was passed nem. con.

Questions were invited:

· Question relating to lack of funds available for planning issues and local causes – would it be a good idea to establish a fund for these types of expenditure – maybe take voluntary contributions to a planning fund? DRARA could cope with setting up such a fund. Standing order forms are being introduced during the membership drive this year and extra contributions could be made using these. It was agreed to take this very useful proposal to the next committee meeting for discussion.
· Question on members benefits – as everyone (member or not) receives the newsletter and flyers about events what do members get for their sub? Should the newsletter only go to members in future; this would also reduce printing costs? It seems too divisive not to deliver to everyone in the community and there is often a minimum charge for printing so the savings might be minimal. It was suggested that this could also be looked at by the committee but after a short discussion it was felt to be unnecessary.
The Treasurer was thanked for his report and invaluable work during the year.

8. Committee Reports

These had been tabled and committee members spoke briefly to their reports. Extra points made:

· Elizabeth would be meeting with Rodney Rose the next day about the possible CPZ

· In the recent resurfacing of the Divinity Road pavement on one side kerbstones had been removed for use elsewhere in Oxford!

· All the collectors of subs were thanked for their work together with Mark and Anne for their help with the administration of membership. The use of standing order forms (available at the meeting) was explained.

· Website had received a record number of hits in September.

· Liaison with Sinnet Court had been very positive this year and Amanda Green was thanked.

· Please would someone volunteer to take on the role of Events Co-ordinator; events are very popular!

9. Election of Committee for 2011/12
Two nominations had been received – Deborah Tricker and Richard English

The following members of the 2010/11 committee were willing to stand for re-election – Ivon Asquith, Trish Attwooll, Elizabeth Mills, Anne Hall, Tom Knollys, Mark Redhead, Alan Slater, Martin Stott and Nick Welch.

Other nominations were requested – there were none.

All the above were duly elected to the committee.

Anna Eden proposed a vote of thanks from the floor for the outgoing committee which was much appreciated.

10. AOB 

10.1 – Graham Jones expressed thanks for his invitation to the meeting and congratulated DRARA on all its activity during the year. He mentioned that he was working with the TVP, in particular Mike Roddy, over noise issues and the positive moves being taken locally to combat this, eg appointment of student wardens. He also congratulated DRARA on its contribution to the winning of the Bartlemas Conservation Area appeal against planning permission for student housing. He urged residents to visit the archaeological dig currently taking place at Bartlemas Chapel – in particular over the next week-end.

10.2 – Anne Gwinnett thanked DRARA for her invitation (together with Andrea Siret) to the meeting which she had enjoyed. She was heartened by the discussions and comments made in relation to Oxford Brookes University, students and the community. She confirmed that Sinnet Court would be happy to host a film event next year.

10.3 – Niaz Ali gave information about a forthcoming event at the Regal and said that the staff would all be carrying mobile phones. He gave his mobile number (07779499868) and asked people to contact him if noise was excessive.
Elizabeth thanked everyone for coming and their contributions to the meeting.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The ‘post-its’ had been sorted into themes of which there were 8 strong ones. Everyone present was given 7 dots and it was explained how these should be used to express levels of agreement with the themes.  The completed sheets will be taken to the next committee meeting in November for discussion.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Info and reminders for the November Committee meeting:

Maggie Hartford offered help with events maggiehartford@yahoo.co.uk
Niaz’s email niaz@the-regal.com 

Discuss the ‘post-it’ themes

South Park – Cheney Farm - planning for housing – look into?

Consider - Set up a DRARA planning/local good causes fund for voluntary contributions?
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