W
. elcome to the first DRARA newsletter of 2008.  A new year, new editors and new challenges for us to face as a community, as well as some longer term ones to continue working on.    

The main new challenge is the planned introduction of controlled parking zones (or CPZ) in our area.  We’ve put the latest information on the consultation process on the front page as it is vital that you have your say.  It is also heartening to see that some DRARA members are already looking ahead and seeing how we can meet potential problems with parking by suggesting initiatives such as car sharing.  Please see details below.
And as the days grow longer and warmer, there are many events planned that will hopefully mean more time for us all to meet, enjoy and celebrate our neighbourhood!  

Cindy Carlson (carwal9704@yahoo.co.uk and tel 242949) and Henrietta Gill (henriettagill@yahoo.co.uk )


From the Chair 

The petition in support of a broadcast of the ‘call to prayer’ from the Oxford Central Mosque has received a lot of coverage in both local and national media, and caused concern to a number of local residents, particularly those living in Divinity Road whose properties back onto Manzil Way. 
This petition has now been withdrawn. Any such broadcast would require the consent of the City Council, as prescribed in a condition of the grant of the original planning permission in 1996 for the construction of the mosque. It seems unlikely that an application for this consent will now be made, particularly as the newly-elected General Secretary of the Central Mosque has said that he does not support such a ‘call to prayer’. I welcome his comment, in a recent Labour Party Leaflet, that any future plans for the mosque will involve ‘a full and proper consultation with the local community.’ 

I am also delighted that he has taken the time to write an article for this Newsletter, clarifying the Mosque Committee’s position on this issue.
Peter Coggins
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SPRING 2008 NEWSLETTER
Controlled Parking Zones (CPZs) – What Do YOU Think?
Consultation over plans to introduce a controlled parking zone (CPZ) into the DRARA area will begin this spring.  DRARA has met Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) to discuss how the consultation process will work – and to highlight the issues which need to be addressed before any scheme is implemented. A CPZ is not a fait accompli and one of the objectives of the consultation is to find out if residents actually want one.

The Council (OCC) thinks a CPZ will help reduce our commuter parking problem and improve traffic flows across the transport network, both of which will worsen as the Headington hospitals expand.

The consultation process will be in three phases:

1) In April/May 2008, OCC will write to all residents and ‘stakeholders’ (local businesses, emergency services, Pedestrians’ Association, etc.) inviting views. They want our opinions on issues such as whether we accept pavement parking (which will increase the number of spaces) and a limit on the number of permits per household, and give some indication of various scheme designs. 

2) Designs will then be drawn up for each street, outlining parking controls and provision of bays. These will be sent to each household and put on  OCC’s website. Again, your views will be sought.

3) Finally, dependent on the response to the designs, final designs and traffic orders will be drawn up for formal, statutory consultation.

If the scheme goes ahead it is likely to be in place by late 2009/early 2010.

Key Issues

20 mph

DRARA has been campaigning for a 20 mph zone. Our area has been earmarked for a pilot 20 mph project – good news and thanks to everyone who has helped us campaign on this. We have told OCC that the design of any CPZ should reinforce a 20 mph speed limit and encourage drivers to go slower. 

Pavement parking 

The generous legal-minimum widths of parking bays and carriageways of CPZs would mean a reduction in parking capacity in the area by at least 50 per cent. But OCC says that allowing people to park their cars on pavements would allow slightly more cars to park. The question is – do we want to give over a portion of our pavements to parked cars? Hundreds of locals, students and school children walk up and down our streets every day. How will pavement parking affect them, especially wheelchair users and families with small children? Do we value the pedestrians’ right to walk unimpeded by cars, vans, mirrors, etc.? Or should we maximise parking for as many cars as we can? What effect will pavement parking have on the appearance of our streets?

Permit restrictions

With a CPZ reducing the available parking spaces, what criteria should be used to allocate permits? Would it be fair or unfair to restrict students’ access to permits? DRARA’s 2006 parking survey showed that during the Oxford Brookes termtime, there were 556 cars parked on our streets, compared to 280 cars when students were not here. A survey OCC did in October 2007 broadly corresponded to our survey – with 20 cars more. Brookes’ Vice Chancellor has said that Brookes could not support a policy that would not provide student households with the same rights as other residents. What do you think?

Would one permit per household be fairer? Typically, a student might only live here for 30 weeks of the year and wouldn’t use a permit for the remaining 22 weeks. Would it be fair or unfair for this student to have a permit, but not need it for half the year, while a permanent resident with a second vehicle might not have a permit for it, even though there will be vacant spaces during academic holidays? 

Students don’t pay Council Tax. Should we ask OCC to link the allocation of permits to its payment rather than evidence of residence as at present? This would not affect permanent residents in multi-occupancy houses who are here to work. What do you think?

DRARA would like to know -

1) What are your views on pavement parking?

2) How many DRARA members have more than one car and are likely to be affected if permit allocation is done on a one permit per house basis?

3) What would be a fair price for a second permit?

This is a complicated issue which will have a major impact on our day to day lives. It is important we get a CPZ which is the most sympathetic to the needs of DRARA members.
Please let us know what you think. Contact either Lynne Trenery on lynne@setpoint.co.uk or James Styring on jamesstyring@yahoo.co.uk.  



Community environmental action

Community climate pledge:  Following on from the talk given by a representative of the Marlborough climate pledge, Amanda Root is now looking to organise a similar initiative for our neighbourhood.  Anyone interested in working with Amanda can please contact her on 01865 721482: 
And if you are worried about where you are going to park your car when CPZs are introduced, how about joining a car sharing scheme?  If you would like to work on setting up a car sharing scheme for our area, please contact Maggie Hartford at maggie.hartford@nqo.com or 01865 722737 (home) or 01865 425461
DRARA took part with Hill Top Road Residents’ Association and Friends of Warneford Meadow in OxClean, the city-wide litter-picking weekend organized by the Civic Trust. Nine residents attacked local streets and South Park for an hour on one day, while another nine targeted Warneford Meadow on the other day. Thanks to Laura Elliott for organizing DRARA’s part in this event.


Spring/Summer Community Events
Sunday 27 April: Freecycle Day (Judith FitzGerald & Georgia Bushell)

Sunday1 June: Open Gardens (Rebecca Philipson)
Saturday 12th July  - Street Meal in Warneford Rd (Andy Roscoe & Susan Lisk)

And of course, CARNIVAL, 6th July 2008
Plans are well underway for this year’s Carnival with lots of familiar elements for everyone to enjoy and take part in.  The site of the carnival will be much as in previous years with the Cowley Road (between the Plain and Southfield Road) being closed to traffic slightly earlier from 6am to allow stages to be rigged in good time, and the carnival starting at noon.  Your continued cooperation with the essential traffic management is extremely welcome – in 7 years we have yet to tow an obstructive vehicle!

So what is new? There are 2 significant developments this year – one is our first voted theme which produced “Masquerade” as the winner, and which we are hoping will translate into hundreds of masks being worn both in the procession and by everyone who comes to carnival…our carnival artists have designed a template pack using recycled materials which will be on sale in the run up to 6th July for your own decoration with proceeds going to carnival.  And then you will see the procession looking livelier than ever as we are aiming to create giant moving puppets with school and community groups – one is well underway at Cheney School which is involved for the first time.

As ever the Cowley Road Carnival belongs to us all in the community.  It is produced again by East Oxford Action so if you want to be involved in any way do please get in touch with a new member of the team, Bethan Emmett, the development officer for the carnival this year on carnival@eastoxford.com.  Or East Oxford Action 01865 203367. 



Update on Warneford Meadow
The TG Inquiry has been adjourned until Monday May 19th, when it will resume at Oxford Town Hall. This is the second adjournment necessitated by the lengthy process of examination and cross examination at the Inquiry. Also, the evidence provided through the application of local resident Paul Deluce has been extensive and we hope persuasive; over 30 local residents have given evidence of use of Warneford Meadow for recreation and pastimes, some for continuous periods exceeding 20 years. In some cases, the local residents were examined for over 4 hours at the Inquiry. The outcome of the Town Green Inquiry will not be announced till late summer.

Thanks from Paul Deluce.Town Green applicant:

“Thank you to all who have given their financial support to the Town Green appeal; thank you to all have given evidence at the Town Green Inquiry or who have completed statements of use; and, of course, thank you, by continuing to use the Meadow in many ways, to all those local residents for showing their practical support to keep Warneford Meadow for the local neighbourhood, especially at a time when so many of our green spaces are being destroyed.”

The legal  costs for the Town Inquiry have now risen to over £40.000.  Please contribute to the Town Green Support Appeal set up by Friends of Warneford meadow. Donations for over £100 qualify for 28%  Gift Aid .

Please  contact Sietske Boeles on 728153 or  email fowm@btinternet.com
Forthcoming events

Tuesday May 13th, 7.30pm, Cheney School.

AGM of Friends of Warneford Meadow. and quiz night with James Rowland  as quiz master.

Monday May, 19th: Oxford Town Hall

Town Green Inquiry resumes

Saturday May 31st, 10.30am, Warneford Meadow (Hill Top Road entrance)

Guided walk on the meadow by Andrew Lack Oxford Urban Wildlife Group, Meet at Hill Top Road entrance to the Meadow by Jack Howarth
House.

Please become a Friend and join Friends of Warneford Meadow. For further details: www.friendsofwarnefordmeadow.org.uk or        01865 728153 or fowm@btinternet.com

Kept Awake at Night?
You may have noticed that late-night rowdiness has become worse this year. The good news is that Thames Valley Police are now operating a zero-tolerance policy towards public drunkenness and late-night nuisances. 

The police would like to encourage anybody living in the Divinity Road area to dial 999 to report public order offences which disturb them.  That’s right – don’t call the non-emergency number if drunken louts wake you up with screaming, shouting, vandalism or being sick – just dial 999, say where you are and what disturbance is being caused, and the Cowley Road police will attend within minutes and apprehend the individuals concerned. 

The police hope to stop this problem in its tracks by hitting its perpetrators hard and fast. They’ll succeed but only with your help. So don’t lie awake at night – dial 999.
 
James Styring


News from the Central Oxford Mosque
Many residents attended the Anglo Asian Association discussion forum on the 9th March 2008 where a thorough explanation and assurances were given on behalf of the Mosque committee by Imam Monawar and the Mosque committee’s general secretary. The meeting was summed up by Rev Bruce Gillingham underlining the direction of the debate which expressed appreciation of the ways in which good relationships have already been fostered, and a determination to encourage initiatives that allow friendship and trust to grow.  Martin Conway, Co-Chairman with Cllr Sajjad Malik, Anglo-Asian Association  For a fuller report contact Martin Conway on xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
From the General Secretary
 I would like to repeat those same commitments and assurances, including the fact that the ‘call to prayer’ issue was only an enquiry made to the council, not a planning application, but unfortunately was mishandled and misunderstood.
 
You must all be well aware of the attention the issue has caught in our local , national and even international media.  A neighborhood issue was taken away from us and turned into some kind of conflict . I will not dwell on the issue of blame but rather just get on and help bring back the excellent relations the we have with each other .
I represent a newly elected management committee and we are very focused on community relations and community engagement programs. The committee is entirely voluntary.  We have decided to send out an information letter and questionnaire to our neighbours very soon.  In the meantime, I would like to send an invitation to you all to let you know that you are most  welcome to visit the mosque or even to write in should you have any concerns or questions regarding the mosque.  Thank you to every one at DRARA for giving me a chance to say a few words on the issue of "call to prayer" at the Central Oxford Mosque..  

Altaf Hussain, General Secretary, Central Oxford Mosque oxfordmosque@hotmail.com 
This matter is also being monitored by committee members Peter Coggins (Chair) and Elizabeth Mills.  Residents wishing to be kept up to date, or express a view to the committee are invited to do so via the website www.drara.org.uk  “Get in Touch” button.


News from SS Mary and John
The SS Mary & John Churchyard Project 
This project is currently being supported by a BBC Breathing Places grant which is enabling us to create a butterfly garden area in a derelict corner; we also have a new five-year management plan which will help us manage the site as effectively as possible for wildlife while still enabling access to graves, educational visits, and the maintenance of a quiet natural haven for people to enjoy, in marked contrast to the Cowley Road just yards away. The website, www.ssmjchurchyard.org.uk, has a wealth of information on local history & wildlife in the churchyard. There is also a description of what we are attempting given on the Breathing Places website: www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces (> your projects > Bats in the Belfry). This includes the video clip that was shown on Autumnwatch last November.

You are warmly invited to a community celebration of the new butterfly garden, and to see what else we are doing in the churchyard, on the afternoon of  Saturday, 24 May. Volunteers are always welcome - our regular sessions are Saturdays 2-4pm, & Wednesdays 5.30-7.30pm (April 2nd onwards). Ring Ruth Conway for further details on 723085.

Spring Services at SS Mary and John
Sunday 6 April   At the 10.30 Parish Eucharist, prayer for healing - an opportunity for individuals who wish to receive prayer, laying-on-of-hands, or anointing in the side chapel after Communion.
Sunday 20 April   Parish Eucharist at the earlier time of 10am, to be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting.
Sunday 11 May   Parish Eucharist again at the earlier time of 10am, with the new Bishop of Oxford.  Opportunity for Baptism, Confirmation, Admission to Communion, & renenwal of baptismal commitment.  Enquiries about these to the Vicar as soon as possible please.
Thursday 22 May   Corpus Christi:  Sung Eucharist 7.30pm followed by procession.
Saturday 24 May   Churchyard celebration afternoon, with tea & Sung Evensong (5pm)
Bartlemas Chapel   
Remember the monthly service of evensong, on the last Sunday every month, at 5.15pm.  A great opportunity to appreciate this very special place for prayer and reflection.  The service is a simple Book of Common Prayer Evensong, usually supplemented by a brief seasonal devotion.  Other dates coming up are 25 May and 29 June.  From 7 May we will resume the weekly Wednesday morning services:  7.30am Morning Prayer & Eucharist
Please phone 242396 for details

Adam Romanis, Vicar, SS Mary and John


Post Boxes
The Royal Mail refuses to replace the Post Box which was removed from the bottom of Divinity Road, in spite of the fact that its removal was requested by the landowner of the Co-op site, to enable them to extend the size of the shop.  It was bad enough losing our Post Office, but the final insult is to lose our Post Box as well.  The other boxes in the DRARA area are not conveniently located; one up the hill at the junction of Divinity and Minster Roads, one at the top of the hill at the junction of Divinity and Hill Top Roads, and a third serving the residents of Southfield Flats.  We are keen to gather residents’ views.  Would you have any objection to our pressing for the first of these boxes to be moved down the hill from the junction of Minster Road, to the bottom of Divinity Road? Please let DRARA committee member, Elizabeth Mills, know by telephoning her on 724695, emailing elizabeth@eminence-grise.co.uk or putting a note through her door at 11 Divinity Road.


From our local Councillors

As we write this the storm force winds have subsided, the sun is out and bird song is to be heard around the streets and gardens of East Oxford. Perhaps Spring has arrived? 

A few long running sagas to report this time…

The Regal (old Bingo Hall) now has a new management in place. We asked Adam Marsh to attend a recent East Area Parliament to explain his plans for the building and some of us followed this up with a tour to peek at the newly renovated front lobby and upstairs lounge as well as check out progress on the main hall. The quality of the renovations is indeed impressive and the aim is to restore or re-create as much as possible of the original, stunning art deco interior.  Adam genuinely seems very sympathetic to the needs of the local community and very keen to run a range of events to appeal to all audiences. He is talking about everything from afternoon live jazz sessions to film screenings and children’s events. 

Small events are already being held at The Regal – with the original grand opening Charity Event at the end of April.

We will of course be keeping a close eye on events management at The Regal to avoid it degenerating into the sorts of problems we are experiencing with the Carling Academy.

Good news is that the long awaited Saturation Policy that we have been arguing for is now in place. This restricts the number of licensed premises in East Oxford and will provide us with the policy framework we need to better argue against new licence applications and more effective monitoring of existing ones.     

On other matters of law & order, East Oxford contingent of community beat and cycle police is to be further boosted when two new Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) join the team in April. 

Some of us recently attended the first AGM of the East Oxford Farmer’s and Community Market, (held 12-3 each Saturday at the Asian Cultural Centre). Initiated by local Councillors, it is now one year old and thriving under the capable management of a Committee led by Brian Levinson and ably supported by Josie Webber. Thank you making for this such a success. Things are selling out quickly, and there are often queues at some of the stalls, so plans are afoot to expand. Anyone interested in trading, would like to volunteer, or who have links with food producers – should contact Josie at eastoxfordmarket@gmail.com. More information at www.eastoxfordmarket.org.uk
“Rubbish” is another common topic of conversation when we do our rounds of local meetings and speak to people on the doorstep. We have to agree that the new recycling and waste collection scheme has not been well implemented. As you may recall, at last year’s City budget the Greens managed to get extra funds directed towards the problem areas of the City, including East Oxford, but we now believe that even more funding is required. Our observations were that large households – especially rented properties – were not willing to shell out £20 for a blue wheelie bin and were therefore making do with the free blue boxes, which have not been large enough for all the waste these households generate. We were able to persuade the council to provide these wheelie bins for free.

Best wishes – and a Happy Spring – to all of you. Here’s hoping we have a better summer than last year.

Nuala Young (City Councillor, Green Party)

Mary-Jane Sareva (City Councillor, Green Party)

Craig Simmons (County Councillor, Green Party)

Larry Sanders (County Councillor, Green Party) 



Oxford Brookes Liaison
Oxford Brookes and the Residents Associations last met on the 6 November 2007.  The new Vice-Chancellor, Professor Janet Beer introduced herself to the meeting.  Matters on the agenda included campus master planning, estates and facilities, community communications and transport updates.

Various DRARA members have unfortunately had cause to complain about student behaviour and consequent noise disturbances, which seem to be worse this year than before (see James’ piece above).  Andrea Siret is the new Community Communications officer, and can be contacted at community@brookes.ac.uk  or  01865 484451.

The University is also working towards planning applications for their campus master plan.  They also need further conservation work at Wheatley.  There are plans to house 830 more students in hall of residence when planning consent is approved.

Transport  Brookes have produced a pamphlet ‘Oxford – great city to be car free in’.  They promote dedicated bus services, cars are banned in halls of residence and discounted coach travel is available.  These pamphlets will go to all new students.

This year 2007/2008 Brookes have produced a student year planner and information on living in the community.  It gives information on rubbish and recycling, noise and parties and lots of useful contacts.  The planner should have been delivered to all households in the DRARA area.

Students Union Antoinette Kyuchukova is the president (obsu.president@brookes.ac.uk 484781).  Antoinette reported that the number of volunteers had tripled in STAX (Students taking Action for the Community).  As part of this students are providing help at the hospital.  Get in touch with STAX if you know of an organisation that would like some help. 01865 484737 or stax@brookes.ac.uk.

Barbara Crossley, Oxford Brookes Liaison (barbara.crossley@ceu.ox.ac.uk) or 434088 



Calling local businesses
Do you run a business from the DRARA area, or are a local resident who wants to promote their services?  Are you interested in supporting local businesses with your custom?  The DRARA website has a new section which allows local businesses to promote themselves.  For a modest £10 for six months, you can have your own page on http://drara.org.uk/local-services/ .  Please contact the DRARA webmaster via the “Get in Touch” button on the website for further information.  


The exchange of accommodation for a little bit of help
Oxfordshire is one of the three pilot areas for a new “Homeshare” programme, funded by the Department of Health.  The idea of Homeshare is for an older householder who would like supportive companionship, and has a spare bedroom to offer, to get together with a younger person who needs accommodation and is willing to provide 10 hours help a week.  See www.drara.org.uk under “Latest News”
 More information about the Oxfordshire Homeshare Pilot can be obtained from:
Victoria Harwood, Oxfordshire Homeshare Coordinator, Victoria.Harwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Mobile: 07889 002526, Fax: 01235 549398 
Useful contacts:

City Councillors, St Clements Ward: Nuala Young (Green), tel 749459 or cllrnyoung@oxford.gov.uk 
Mary Jane Sareva (Green), tel 07776 075250 or cllrmjsareva@oxford.gov.uk

County Councillor: Craig Simmons (Green), tel 202257 or craig@greenoxford.com 
Oxford City Council Environmental Officer: Alex Solaja, tel 252821.

Brookes Community Liaison: Andrea Siret, tel 484451 or community@brookes.ac.uk 
Cowley Road Police Station (non-emergency): All local officers can be contacted at 08458 505 505. 
Sinnet Court: Amanda Green, Manager: 202377, or amanda.green@dominionhg.co.uk. Office staffed from 8am-6pm Monday-Friday. Out of hours incidents requiring immediate action call 07796 962015 

DRARA Contact Peter Coggins on 723254 or email peterccoggins@aol.com

New Community Police Contact Information
The contact details for the team should you wish to contact our new community police team are as follows: 
Neighbourhood sergeant –   
PS 4272 Andy Barefield
Andy.barefield@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Neigbourhood Specialist Officers –          
PC 5727 Oli Jacques Oliver.jacques@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
PC 5597 Sarah Baker      
Sarah.baker@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Police Community Support Officers -       
PCSO 9759 Emma Fitzsimmonds
Emma.fitzsimmonds@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
PCSO 9929 Kerry Carnegie
Kerry.carnegie@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
 
PCSO 9764 David Atkinson
David.atkinson@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
They can all be contacted on the non-emergency telephone number (0845 8505 505) or by email at eastoxfordneighbourhood@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk which is an inbox for the team regarding any general enquiries.
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